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Kalamazoo Environmental Council

A Coalition of Kalamazoo Area Environmental Organizations

7000 North Westnedge     Kalamazoo, MI     49009-6309


Dec. 3, 2009, General Meeting, Friends Meeting House, 508 Denner St., Kalamazoo

 Present: Asylum Lake Preservation Association (David Nesius, Wayne Marvin), Audubon Society of Kalamazoo (Kay Chase), Kalamazoo Nature Center (Rose Norwood), Kalamazoo River Protection Association (Bill Wykhuis), Kalamazoo River Watershed Council (Sue Foune) League of Women Voters (Connie Ferguson), Sierra Club (Don Brown), Students for a Sustainable Earth (Chelsea Thorpe), Wild Ones (Eleanore Chadderdon); 


Guests--Kalamazoo County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (David Artley, Katrina Schuur).

Call to Order (7:08) Chair David Nesius presiding.  Addition to agenda:  MEC annual meeting; reports on EPA Kalamazoo River meetings.  October minutes approved as presented (Ferguson/Brown, unanimous). Treasurer Brown reported no change; balance is $6508.02; dues of $100 to MEC to be paid soon.

Announcements/Informational Items:

· Kalamazoo County Indoor Farmers’ Market at 2900 Lake Street, Kalamazoo MI, is open every Wednesday from 7 am-1 pm through April 28. It will also be open on select Saturdays through the winter season from 7 am-3 pm. Find out more at: www.kalcounty.com/parks/
· The Bronson Winter Farmers’ Market begins December 11, and is open every other Friday from 10:30 am-2 pm, through April 30. The market, open to the public, is adjacent to the SkyCourt Cafe and features only local items. Free parking in the ramp at the corner of Vine and Burdick.

· Preservation of the Colony Farm Orchard Meeting, Asylum Lake Preservation Association - Tuesday, December 8 at 6:30. Kalamazoo Public Library, Van Duesen Room, 315 S. Rose St. Kalamazoo. Watch Matt Clysdale’s new documentary “Colony Farm Orchard: Here We Go Again”.

· MEC annual meeting – Friday, December 11, in Bath, MI.  Call Brown to carpool.

Presentation:  Katrina Schuur, Kalamazoo County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (BRA) board member, and David Artley, BRA staff member, described the BRA and its activities. Their role includes job creation, environmental cleanup and prevention of further contamination. They work closely with the City of Kalamazoo and several townships. BRA focuses on putting blighted properties back into use. Meetings are open to the public and are held on the fourth Thursday of the month, at 4 p.m., in Room 207-A of the County Building. The BRA received 2 EPA grants about 3 years ago, $200,000 each for hazardous substances and petroleum. Funds can be used for Phase I and Phase II assessments, as well as, in some circumstances, for Baseline Environmental Assessments and due care plans. BRA also may pay to develop a brownfield plan to contain or clean up any contamination. If the value of the land increases, then BRA can capture increased tax revenue for 5 years for a local site remediation revolving fund to spend on other brownfield sites. BRA has applied for another EPA grant to continue their efforts.  Agendas are posted on kalcounty.com. Dave Artley can be reached at 384-8304.

Meeting Reports:

· City of Kalamazoo Environmental Concerns Committee (Nesius):  ECC discussed deer populations and a wind energy ordinance, currently in draft stage. Some citizens have expressed concern about fluoride in city water.  Both the city and the county are looking at a phosphorus control ordinance.

· Sustainable Communities Events (Chase):  WMU and several cosponsors hosted a talk and workshop on November 12-13 featuring Maureen Hart, an international expert on sustainability indicators. Hart talked about the need to balance economic, social and environmental goals while respecting limits. Leadership is being sought for community follow-up.

· EPA Kalamazoo River meetings (Brown, Wykhuis) The 12/1 meeting in Plainwell included a general update on the work on the river. Plainwell diversion dam site activities are wrapping up for this year. They’re slightly ahead of schedule, with one more year to go.  They also discussed fish studies, posted on the DEQ website.  There has been clear improvement in areas that have been cleaned up so far. All info will be available on EPA website. The 12/3 meeting on the Allied Site was well attended.  Proposed cleanup options were presented.

Old Business: 

· Membership Drive  KEC is asking groups to consider membership.  The following contacts will be made: Kalamazoo College’s EnvOrg (Thorpe); Master Gardeners (Norwood); Fair Food Matters (Chadderdon); Stewards of Kleinstuck (Nesius). 

· Colony Farm Orchard  The bill to allow expansion of WMU’s BTR park into the Orchard hasn’t moved in the Senate.  ALPA  is holding a meeting at  the Library at 6:30 pm on December 8 to show Matt Clydesdale’s documentary and talk about protection of open space in whole area, not just the orchard. SSE wants to organize a lobby day with other groups.

New Business: 

· Digital billboard moratorium:  More information is needed to act on MEC’s request for support for HB 5580.

· Sustainable Business Forum:  It was moved, seconded (Brown/Chase) and unanimously adopted to pay dues of $50.

· Nominating Committee:  Officers are to be elected in January.  Chadderdon and Ferguson will serve as Nominating Committee.

· Nancy Small:  Donations in memory of Nancy Small may be sent to Wild Ones.

· Legislative Breakfast:  Breakfast will be on a Monday in March. Executive Committee will develop plans at their Dec. 14 meeting. 

Adjourn:  8:46 pm (Chase/Wykhuis, unanimous)
Next meeting: Jan. 28, 7 pm, Friends Meeting House

KEC member organizations: Asylum Lake Preservation Association, Audubon Society of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo Nature Center, 

Kalamazoo River Protection Association, Kalamazoo River Watershed Council, League of Women Voters of the Kalamazoo Area, 

Sierra Club-Kalamazoo Valley Group, Students for a Sustainable Earth, Wild Ones Natural Landscapers-Kalamazoo Chapter
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