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Kalamazoo Environmental Council

A Coalition of Kalamazoo Area Environmental Organizations

7000 North Westnedge     Kalamazoo, MI     49009-6309


Sept. 24, 2009 General Meeting, Kalamazoo Nature Center, 7000 N. Westnedge Ave., Kalamazoo

Present: Asylum Lake Preservation Association (David Nesius), Kalamazoo Nature Center (Rose Norwood, Mark Miller), Wild Ones (Eleanore Chadderdon), Sierra Club (Don Brown), Audubon Society of Kalamazoo (Kay Chase), Kalamazoo River Protection Association (Bill Wykhuis), League of Women Voters (Connie Ferguson, Ruth Caputo), Dave Pawloski, Repower America (guest).

Call to Order (7:15) Chair David Nesius presiding.  Introductions were made. Additions to agenda:  Harvest festival, LWV Climate meeting, County Brownfield meeting under meeting reports. Minutes from July were approved (moved by Ferguson, supported by Brown, unanimous) Treasurer Brown reported no change to balance.

Announcements/Informational Items:

1. NOTE CHANGE OF LOCATION -Tuesday, September , 5:30 - 7 pm - Kalamazoo Green Drinks meets at Shakespeare's Pub www.shakespearespub.com  - For more information on "Green Drinks", please visit http://www.greendrinks.org/ click on USA and then Kalamazoo.

2. Sustainable Business Forum meeting Oct. 15 (12 – 1:30) at Portage Public Library. Managing Commercial Transportation Fleets.

Presentation (7:20):

1. Michigan Green Communities Challenge (Mark Miller): Kalamazoo Township has joined the MGCC, a state program to help local governments to identify and address energy conservation. It is also applying for ARRA grants together with other townships and Kalamazoo County.

Meeting Reports (7:40):

1. City of Kalamazoo Environmental Concerns Committee (Nesius): Bill Rose presented on deer management. 

2. August Potluck at the Kalamazoo Nature Center (Chase): Successful, about 18 in attendance, Bobby Hopewell and Sean McCann from Kalamazoo, Sara Wick from Portage Environmental Committee.

3. Allied Site Meeting (Ferguson): task force – ground water report will be coming out soon, no impact on well field at present. Feasibility study due 29th Oct, proposed plan late next summer, record of decision end of next year. FS will evaluate alternatives from doing nothing to total removal. 

4. High Speed Rail (Chase): $8 Bn avail. for high speed rail corridors across U.S. Michigan going after $833 mil. Norfolk Southern freight business is not doing well, trying to unload track. Application has gone in, guess is that Midwest stands a good chance of getting something. Problem: granting authority will be looking at how much money the state has put into rail projects. Currently, money for rail is being cut from next year’s budget.

5. Green Drinks (Ferguson): Repower America presented, need a new location.

6. Harvest Festival (Miller): green jobs are here – renewable energy jobs in evidence at Harvest Festival and other venues.

7. LWV Climate Meeting (Feguson): National League President doing tour on climate change. Protecting Earth is a part of every major religion. Repower America people were there. 

8. County Brownfield Authority (Ferguson): Looking at MidLink; found methane at Davis Creek site; 801 & 802 S Burdick, close to wellfields and need to be studied.

Action Item:

1. Adoption of a Statement on the American Clean Energy and Security Act (ACES). Dave Pawloski presented on behalf of Repower America. Dave has talked to Fred Upton, no results. In Senate, Boxer & Kerry will be introducing the bill. Dave’s job is to generate support for our Senators to support the bill. Dave encouraged all of us to write our Senators and letters to the Editor. Ferguson moved, Norwood seconded adopted of the resolution. Passed unanimously. Mark will write a cover letter to be sent to our US Senators with a copy of the resolution.

Old Business: 

1. Norwood moved, Ferguson seconded a motion to apply to the Kalamazoo Friends Meeting to use the meeting house for KEC meetings. Motion passed.

2. WMU's BTR Park expansion into Colony Farm Orchard: Chase read a proposed letter to the Editor concerning CFO. There was consensus to send the letter in KEC’s name.

New Business: 

1. December 3rd will be our combined November / December meeting.

2. We decided not to sponsor a candidate forum, but to encourage members to attend other forums.

3. Develop a Membership Drive – will be discussed at Executive Committee.

KEC member organizations: Asylum Lake Preservation Association, Audubon Society of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo Nature Center, 

Kalamazoo River Protection Association, Kalamazoo River Watershed Council, League of Women Voters of the Kalamazoo Area, 

Sierra Club-Kalamazoo Valley Group, Students for a Sustainable Earth, Wild Ones Natural Landscapers-Kalamazoo Chapter
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