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April 25, 2008

Texas Township Board

Linda Kerr, Township Clerk

Dear Ms Kerr:

At the regular meeting of the Kalamazoo Environmental Council on Thursday, April 25, 2008, the following resolution was passed:

Whereas, the state of Michigan, Department of Environmental Quality, provides the following official information, which can be found at http://www.michigan.gov/documents/OWB_fact_sheet_3_reasons_11-10-05_142298_7.pdf :

“Outdoor Wood Boiler & Air Quality Fact Sheet

The rising price of fuel may tempt people to seek alternative home heating options. Outdoor wood boilers are an option

some are considering. The boilers heat water in an insulated shed and underground pipes carry the heated water to one

or more buildings for heat and for hot water use. This tempting choice doesn’t involve the bother of handing wood inside

a home, but outdoor wood boilers can be a major problem because they emit a lot of air pollutants.

TOP THREE REASONS TO AVOID OUTDOOR WOOD BOILERS

1. Incomplete combustion = smoke: Many outdoor wood boilers generate a lot of smoke! A large water jacket usually surrounds the firebox. This is good for heating water, but it cools the escaping gases before combustion is complete.

2. Intermittent heat demand is the second reason the units are smoky. There are long periods of time when the wood just smolders. During periods of low airflow, creosote collects on the water jacket walls. When the fire is rekindled, the creosote burns off and creates black soot.

3. Worst of all, the exhaust stacks of these units are short. Smoke and soot are released close to the ground where it can drift into your neighbor’s yard.

SMOKE IS UNHEALTHY TO BREATHE

Outdoor wood boilers generate much more particle pollution than an indoor wood stove because the units are built to burn wood at lower combustion temperatures. Wood smoke releases particles (“soot”), carbon monoxide, and other toxic air pollutants. Nuisance complaints are justified by valid health concerns. Children (whose lungs are still developing) and people with health heart or lung problems such as coronary artery disease, asthma, or emphysema are especially affected by wood smoke.”

Therefore, be it Resolved, that in light of this information, KEC supports a ban on the use of outdoor wood boilers.

Sincerely,

Mark E. Miller, 

Secretary


KEC member organizations: Asylum Lake Preservation Association, Audubon Society of Kalamazoo, Fair Food Matters, Kalamazoo Community Gardens Initiative, Kalamazoo Nature Center, Kalamazoo River Protection Association, Kalamazoo River Watershed Council, League of Women Voters of the Kalamazoo Area, Sierra Club-Kalamazoo Valley Group, Wild Ones Natural Landscapers-Kalamazoo Area Chapter
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